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1. A Bulgarian officers? school has been in operation 4t the resort of Gorna-Banya since

the spring of 1953. .It is easy to reach from Sofia, either by reilroad or by street rail-

way No. 5, to Knyashevo’ Bic/. The school is direetly adjacent to the village. The

main entrance is on the Sofia-Fmyafhevo highway. The school ocoupies an area of 350
by 700 meters. There are good concrete walks betwgen the buildings.

2. The school comprises the followimg buildings: two three-story barracks, each ¥ by
80 meters, mm the staff offices and quarters and the commandantts residence; a
three-story house with quarters in the third story for overflow classrooms; three
three-story barracks for students; a two-story building, 40 by 80 meters, containing
movie theater, imfirmary, and quarters for civilian employees; & two-story hospital
buildimg. The school ostemnsibly has no postbox mumber.

3. The school trains young officers for all branches of service except the armored force

and cavalry. ) 25X1

4., The commandant is Colonel Narin Orlovsky, a Bulgarian, :who lived until

1945 in the Soviet Union and 1s a graduate of advamced military schools. The ‘5-)211:1-
oal officer is Captain Sovandsleff, who was sent to a Soviet actucm; 1in

1949 and recalled in 1952. The deputy o 1s 18.Col Tscholakoff, who before World

War II' was an army 1st Lt. snd was reduced rTLmlnuj_Lctivity. The trunix_xgj
officers are Najor Nemkoff, a former partisan 25X
1st Lt. Nilecev, also & former partisan |

5. There is 8 lisison staff of Soviet. officers who live in Sofia, but appear at the
" school every day and t an active part in the traimimg. They wear civilian clothing

and are never addressed by their titles. Among ers of this staff areo 5y T
Nikolaiev Najor Melasovsky, and 1lst Lv.
Zahariev, sn ¢ 11 trained youmg officer, The Soviets
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e service staff of the school consists of 125 Bulgariam military persomnel; the
mly staff of 85 or 90 Dnlsu'im military, and there is a civiliar staff of 55 or 60.

The school has about 1'.050 or 1,070 students, who are divided into classes acoording to
their branches of service. The course 1s three years, but the last year is shorter and
lasts enly eight momths. There are two main branches of imstructiom: political and
ideclogical, and theoretical and practical traiming in amms. )

The day®s activity begims at 6 a.m. with gymmastics., There are two hours of political
and two.-hours of military imnstruction in the foremoon. The political imstruction 1s
along two main themes: Narxism-. , and the history of the Soviet Union and the
modéra economic ordér. In the aftermoon there is theoretical teaching and practical in-
struction with arms, in the barracks and the immediate niaaborhood. Omce a Week there
are general arms &nd field erercises for all classes either on the Vitosa Planina or
the Ialin Plamima, both mear Sofia. Bad weather is no himdrance. Exercises in defense
agalsst partisams are also ocomdusted in the moumtains. Practice alarms are usually

held omce a week, by day or night. .

The youngest class age is 17, the oldest 20. Students are accepted after ocompleting

§ eourse in an intermediate school. They wear the infamtry uniform of the Bulgarian
Army, bt without ramk or service insignia. They receive a complete mew outfit of
clothing on being adititted. < Nany selected young Communists are also admitted if they
have obtained certificates im a quick training (Schmellsieder) course. Applications
for admission must be approved im every case by the local Commumnist Party orgaaizatiom.
The pareats must be active Party members. Simple Party membership is mot emough.

ftie food im the school is excellent , outstandingly better and more varied tham ia any
branch of the army.

Léaves are given onée & year, in summer. Otherwise there are né-luvn exoept~ n sade
of the death of pareats,

mllvay wo. 5, o Kng aihm .

The school is fully motorized. It has 10 passemger oars and 82 or 8% trnoks, Students
heve their own driviig séhool. On turnouts the vehicles are driven by studeats, There
are no armored vehicles mor horlu. comoquntly thc uhool dooa not tmu oavalry or

: cmred toroé orrs.cm. .

!(Ilmlt and Armament. ‘n:m are lu';e quantities ot all kinds of licht wupon or
heivy weapéms: thére ar< 3, 1ight antitank camnom, 8 mediwm satitenk gums, six 76.2 ma

f1eld gums, six 152 s m six 122 sm howitzers, eight 37 mm smtisircraft gums, six

85 mm aatiaireraft guhs, 20 light machime gums, 20 heavy machime guns, tweaty 82 mm mortars,
twenty SOim mortars. are also. single pleces of special artillery, much signal
equipmént and redio and tvelephome sqiipment, miny moderm totls, bridge comstruction aad
engineering material, and equipment for gas amd air defemse, including rubber clothimg,

otc.
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